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Austrian Government respecting them. On August 22 Pilsud-
ski told his men that he had recognized the Committee, and
in the beginning of September 5,000 legionaries at Cracow and
Kielce took the oath demanded by the Austrian military authori-
ties, but he was not altogether satisfied. The Committee had
requested Austria to give guarantees of a national character to the
Legions, but all that it got was that on August 27 the Archduke
Frederick, the Austrian Commander-in-Chief, ordered two Aus-
trian generals of Polish origin to form two Polish Legions for the
duration of the War, without badge or national flag, though
Polish was to be the language of command. The Archduke further
prescribed: "The groups of volunteer Light Infantry soldiers at
present in the Kingdom of Poland (Congress Poland) under the
command of M. Pilsudski are enrolled as the first Regiment of the
First Legion."
POLISH MILITARY ORGANIZATION
Pilsudski now formed a new body in secret, the Polska Organi-
zacja Wojskowa (Polish Military Organization), whose activity
was at first limited to that part of Russian Poland still in the
possession of Russia.
The headquarters of the Supreme National Committee
moved from Cracow, which was now too close to the front,
to Vienna.
Two months previously the Russophils had broken away from
the Committee for various reasons, among them being their
opposition to any accommodation with the Germans, a stand that
lost nothing from the fact of the victorious Russian advance in
Galicia. This secession of the Russophils might be said to clear
the air, so far as Polish politics in Austrian Poland were con-
cerned. The Independentists of Pilsudski and the Austrophils,
including the Cracow Conservatives and others, practically formed
a single camp to which the name of Activist was given. On Decem-
ber 31, 1914, the Austrian Government gave permission to the
Supreme National Committee to pursue its policy in that part of
Russian Poland occupied by Austrian forces, and to enlist recruits
in it for the Legions.